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EDITORIAL. 


In the Djcetnber number of the American Naturalist (p. 107o), 
occurs the following, portions of which we italicize: “The species of 
tree moss, Ursea barbata, grows to a considerable length on the south shore 
of Lake Superior. * * * The moss trails from the limbs a la the para¬ 

sitic Spanish moss of the South/’ This item of “scientific news " occurs 
in the department under that name edited by Wm. Hosea Ballou. Just 
why there should be such a department in addition to the others edited 
by specialists, and embracing almost all branches of natural history, vre 
can not see. The editor of this department can not be a specialist, and 
is therefore constantly liable to bring discredit upon the Naturalist's good 
name, by the insertion of items like the above, which savors of the style 
of the daily newspaper. Had this note come under the eyes of the editor 
of the department of botany. Dr. Bessey, it would of course have appeared 
in a correct form. We respectfully suggest to the editors of the Naturalist 
that they have the department of " scientific news ’ edited by the various 
specialists on their staff, and not left to the tender mercies of any special 

newsigatherer. *•- ^ 

It may not be too late, at least for its own sake, for the Gazette to 
express its opinion on the “ Hatch bill." which is pending before Con¬ 
gress. The bill provides for the establishment of agricultural experiment 
stations in connection with the agricultural colleges established under 
the act of 1802 in the various states and territories, or hereafter estab¬ 
lished under that act. The trustees of these colleges have entire charge 
of such stations, and are required to appoint a director and necessary 

assistants: 


” It shall lie the object and duty of said experiment stations to conduct original 
researches or verify experiments on the physiology of plants and animals, the disease# to 
which they are severally subject, with the remedies for the same; the chemical composi¬ 
tion of useful plants at their different stages of growth; the comparative advantages of 
rotative cropping as pursued under a varying series of crops; the capacity of new plants 
or trees for acclimation within the isothermal limits represented by the climate of the 
several stations and their vicinity; the analysis of soils and water; the chemical composi¬ 
tion of manures, natural or artificial, with experiments designed to test their comparative 
effects on crops of different kinds; the adaptation and value of grasses and forage plants; 
the composition and digestibility of the different kinds of food for domestic animals; the 
scientific and economic questions involved in the production of butter and cheese; and 
such other researches or experiments bearing directly on the agricultural industry of the 
United States as may in each case be deemed advisable, having due regard to the varying 
conditions and needs of the respective states and territories." 


Tn order to secure uniformity of methods and results these stations 
sre to receive advice and assistance from the Commissioner of Agricul¬ 
ture (though not under his control in any way), and are to report thotr 
work annually, in addition to issuing quarterly bulletins of progress. 
For carrying out the provisions of this act, -5' 15,000 annually is appropri¬ 
ated to each station. 
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No more useful legislation has ever been proposed in the United 
States, and the benefits accruing to the agricultural industry and botani¬ 
cal science, from the establishment of such stations, would be incalcula¬ 
ble. The provision for original research and the prompt publication of 
results is a most commendable feature, and the bill is worthy of the 
heartiest support. Immense pressure has been brought to bear upon 

Congress, and the friends of the bill confidently expect its passage. In 
W® Hi Gazette earnestly*joins. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


Dr. Goebel, of Rostock, will succeed the late Dr. Wigand at Mar- 
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